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LICENSING REGULATORY SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
Minutes of the proceedings at a meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Sub-Committee held 
on Friday, 30 October 2020, at 1.00 p.m. 
 

Present 
 

Councillors 
 

Andrew Jarvis 
 

Helen Ladhams 
 

David Webster 
 

Officers 
 

Courage Aiguobasinmwin Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist 

Patrick Cantley Licensing Officer  

Rachel Ireland Case Management Officer 

 

LRS/8 INTRODUCTIONS  
 
Following confirmation that the live stream of the meeting had commenced, the Legal, 
Governance and Democracy Specialist welcomed everyone to virtual meeting of South 
Lakeland District Council’s Licensing Regulatory Sub-Committee.  
 
The Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist then invited Members of the 
Committee to introduce themselves, to advise whether they were taking part by video or 
audio and to confirm that they were able to see (where practicable) and hear all Members 
participating in the meeting. All Members present, having indicated that this was the case, 
the Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist then invited the public participants, who 
had been dialled into the meeting, to introduce themselves and confirm that they were 
able to hear the proceedings. He then referred to officers present at the meeting who 
would introduce themselves when asked to address the meeting. 
 

LRS/9 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN  
 
RESOLVED – That Councillor Helen Ladhams be elected Chairman for the meeting. 
 

LRS/10 APOLOGIES AND RECONSTITUTION OF MEMBERSHIP  
 
There were no apologies and there had been no change in the membership of the Sub-
Committee and, therefore, no reconstitution was necessary. 
 

LRS/11 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
RESOLVED – That it be noted that no declarations of interest were raised. 
 

LRS/12 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - EXCLUDED ITEMS  
 
RESOLVED – That the item in Part II of the Agenda be dealt with following the exclusion 
of the press and public. 
 

LRS/13 CHAIRMAN'S INTRODUCTIONS  
 
The Chairman made introductions and read out the procedure for the meeting. 
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LRS/14 APPLICATION TO RENEW HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCE CONTRARY TO 
VEHICLE AGE LIMIT POLICY (CTTEE REF: LR02 - 20/21)  
 
The Licensing Officer presented a report asking the Sub-Committee to consider an 

application for the renewal of a Hackney Carriage vehicle licence from Mr. Barnes, a 

Hackney Carriage proprietor, prior to his current licence expiring. The Officer highlighted 

that the vehicle passed its MOT test on 08 July 2020 without issue, and on 08 July 2020 

passed its HCV inspection, complying with the Council’s requirements.  

Within the report, the Licensing Officer highlighted the age of the vehicle and that Mr. 

Barnes’ vehicle only failed one MOT test in 2017 out of 16 tests. 

The Licensing Officer explained that if granted, the Council would again be required to 

dispense with the current vehicle age limit policy in this instance, if deemed appropriate, 

as the vehicle in question was more than ten years old and was not a wheelchair 

accessible vehicle. He went on to inform Members that the age restriction policy had been 

adopted to ensure that Hackney Carriages and private hire vehicles met modern safety 

requirements and provide the travelling public with reasonably up-to-date vehicles and 

that one of the unintended consequences of the policy was that it also ensured that the 

vehicle fleet would comply with the most recent vehicle emissions requirements.  

The Applicant was invited to present his case where he explained to the Sub-Committee 

that he was a professional driver and always adhered to the Council’s policy. The 

Applicant also highlighted to Members that due to COVID-19 there were 12 to 15% less 

trains operating which affected his income as he often taxied at the train station.  

Mr. Barnes responded to a question raised by a Member relating to the failed MOT test 

due to defective tyres. Mr. Barnes explained that the defect was on the very inside of 16 

inch wheels which would have been very difficult to see and that he rectified the issue as 

soon as it was brought to his attention.  

In response to another question raised by a Member, the Applicant explained being a Taxi 

driver was his sole occupation and that he had taxied in South Lakeland for 30 years.  

The Applicant made a closing statement adding that due to financial hardship, his future 

income was worrying and if possible, he would appreciate the licence to be extended.   

Note – The Sub-Committee passed a resolution to adjourn the meeting to exclude the 

press and public and Mr Barnes in making its decision, pursuant to Schedule 12A of the 

Local Government Act 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to 

Information) (Variation) Order 2006 by virtue of the paragraph indicated:-  

Paragraph 5 – Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could 

be maintained in legal proceedings.  

The Sub-Committee, supported by the Legal, Governance and Democracy Specialist then 

withdrew to consider the circumstances put forward and subsequently reconvened to 

deliver the decision.  

Having heard the facts of the case, having had regard to the Council’s policy on vehicle 

age limits and having heard the representations made by Mr. Barnes, the Sub-Committee 

were therefore satisfied that, despite the age of the vehicle, it was of good working order. 
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RESOLVED – That the Council’s Age Limit Policy be dispensed with on this occasion and 

that Mr. Barnes be granted a renewal for his Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence for a 12 

month period from when it expired on 13 July 2020 providing the vehicle continue to pass 

the required four monthly MOT tests in accordance with the Council’s Policy and the 

additional conditions therein.  

Reasons for the decision are as follows:  
The evidence presented to Members at the hearing and documents contained within the 
report showed that: 

a. The Applicant’s vehicle already undergo a four monthly MOT tests in accordance 

with the Council’s Policy due to the vehicle being over 8 years old; 

b. The Applicant’s vehicle was last MOT tested on 08 July 2020 which passed 

without any identifiable problems; 

c. The Applicant’s Hackney Carriage Inspection conducted on 08 July 2020 for the 

vehicle did not identify any problems;  

d. The Engineers report and inspection was conducted 22 July 2020 did not identify 

any problem;  

e. The Applicant’s vehicle is said to be compliant with the parameters set by ‘Euro 4 

(EC2005); 

f. Members are satisfied with the explanation and reasons provided by the Applicant 

for wanting to extend the Hackney Carriage Vehicle Licence for a further one year. 

Namely, that the Applicant is a professional driver whose sole source of income is 

from working as a Hackney Carriage driver. That the Applicant has been affected 

by the Coronavirus Pandemic which has led to less passenger footfall from 

Oxenholme Train Station, thus affecting the Applicant’s finances; 

g. Members are satisfied with the current state of the vehicle in light of the evidence 

before them; and 

h. This application is Applicant’s first extension request beyond the Council’s Ten 

Years Age Limit for Hackney Carriage Vehicle.  

 
 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 1.35 p.m. 


